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UM’S ‘FOOTBRIDGE FORUM’ WINS FIRST PLACE, BEST OF FESTIVAL
MISSOULA The students involved in The University of M ontana’s Footbridge Forum won both first
place and “Best of Festival” in this year’s Broadcast Education Association Festival o f Media
Arts Student Audio Competition.
The students’ entry, “Developing South Campus: Finding the Fairway,” was the last in a
series of five programs on the topic. During the winning program, which aired on April 25, 2005,
forum panel members discussed the University’s proposal to develop housing in the South
Campus area.
The broadcast journalism students will receive their awards in April. Abby Lautt and
Tyler Claxton, broadcast journalism students who produced the show, hope to attend the
Broadcast Education Association’s award ceremony in Las Vegas.
The Footbridge Forum is an experimental radio program that attempts to engage citizens
by asking them to deliberate on issues o f importance in their communities, said Denise Dowling,
forum program director and assistant professor in U M ’s Department of Radio-Television.
The forum airs on KBGA, UM ’s student-run radio station serving campus and the local
community. The station was instrumental in the program’s success, Dowling said.
“The Footbridge Forum has evolved a great deal over the last two years, and the student
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management of KBGA has been incredibly supportive of the students’ work,” Dowling said.
The goal of the Footbridge Forum is, “to capture public deliberation over the airwaves,”
reads the group’s mission statement. “By pinpointing community issues, we hope to start
communication between all stakeholders.”
“I’m very pleased for the students who have worked so hard to put this program on the
air,” Dowling said. “The South Campus issue was divisive, but community members and UM
students on the panel worked very hard to come up with compromises and alternatives.”
While the Footbridge Forum has won first place in the Broadcast Education Association
competition before, this is the first time the group has won “Best o f Festival.”
“Winning this national award is icing on the cake,” Dowling said. “Our students continue
to prove The University of Montana turns out top-notch journalists.”
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